Global Overview Summary

Educare – the Philosophy of Sai Education

EDUCARE = TO ELICIT

2 types of Education:

· Worldly Education:

· Brings out latent knowledge pertaining to the physical world

· Spiritual Education:

· Brings out Inherent Divinity in humans

· Both Worldly and Spiritual Education are essential so human life has value.

· To enable a profound change in the way human beings view themselves and one another requires:

· An educational model with the capacity to transform the minds and hearts of people.

· Education should help students recognise their full human potential which is realisation of one's own inherent divinity.

· When Human Consciousness is raised – One becomes cultured & refined.

· Culture & refinement leads to Concern for Welfare of all members of society

· Concern for Welfare of all members of society leads to Unity in Diversity

· Unity in Diversity guided by Sense of good & bad, right/wrong, etc.,

· Sathya Sai Education system's premise is that 

· All forms of educational activity for students at all levels of Educational advancement helps in the recognition of one's divine nature.

· Therefore, Sathya Sai Education is 

· A life long process of transformation that arises to

· Strengthen the sacred connection between the individual, the family, the society and all creation.

“Real Education is that which promotes Unity, Equality and peaceful coexistence with fellow human beings” - Baba.

“Rainbow in the sky symbolises multiplicity in nature caused by the prism of mind. The diversity of five elements in creation has its origin in the pure Divine light within. Revelation of this truth is Educare.” - Baba.
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Guiding Principles of Educare:

· Divinity is Love and it is the undercurrent of all Human Values

· Educare elicits the human values inherent and translates into daily actions.

· Purpose of education is to live a fully human and spiritual life

· End of Education is Character displayed as Unity in Thought,Word and Deed.

These principles apply to everyone.

5 Human Values are innate in everyone and real or true education develops full human potential.

Sathya Sai Education is:

· Based on 5 Human Values of Truth, Right Conduct, Peace, Love and Nonviolence.

· Ultimate aim is to develop good character

· Uses a pedagogy of integral education that elicits human values through all aspects of education including:

· Process of learning

· Process of teaching

· Integrate human values into curriculum and the educational environment.

· This is done through Love, which underpins all the other values.

The Educational Mission of Sri Sathya Sai Baba in His words - 

“The main purpose is to help you cultivate Self-Knowledge and Self-Confidence, so that each one of you can learn Self-Sacrifice and earn Self-Realisation.” 

This is the philosophy of Sathya Sai Education and it requires a pedagogy that needs to be 

· Experiential

· Transformational

· Integral

In addition, the teacher should be an exemplar of the the 5 human values.  

There are 5 recommended teaching techniques along with 2 other compatible teaching strategies.  These techniques provide the full range of learning activities and embrace body, mind and spirit.

The 5 teaching techniques are:

1. Silent sitting or Tuning in

2. Prayer or Quotations

3. Story Telling

4. Group Singing

5. Group Activities

The other two compatible teaching strategies are

1. Mind Mapping

2. Creative Visualisation

Teacher's role as an exemplar is crucial.  When teachers are immersed personally in the process of Educare, they can be tuned in to the needs of their students at all levels of development.  These techniques form the core of a complete lesson or a curriculum focused on human values and can be easily integrated into any academic curriculum.

·  Learning takes place all the time.  

· As children grow into adulthood, they become self-learners

· When the process of Educare is employed, self-learning transcends to Self-transformation

· Human Values that are intrinsic in an individual continue to manifest through studied introspection, self-awareness and daily mindfulness.

· Sathya Sai Education places great emphasis on self-discipline, self-sacrifice, and selfless service to the community as a means of self-transformation.

· Swami's saying “Help Ever, Hurt Never” is fundamental to Sathya Sai Organisation and it logically extends into Sathya Sai Education at secondary and tertiary levels.

· When inherent divinity is recognised act of service becomes service to oneself.

An Overview of The Sathya Sai Education System

Broadly, Sathya Sai Education System can be classified into the following categories:

Formal Education delivered by:

· Sathya Sai Schools

· SSEHV in State (Govt funded) and private schools

· SSEHV in Institutes of Sathya Sai Education ISSEs

· Sathya Sai Colleges

· Sri Sathya Sai University

Non-Formal Education delivered by:

· Bal Vikas/Sai Spiritual Education 

· SSEHV in the community

· SSEHV for Teen and Young Adults

· Sathya Sai Parenting programmes

Informal (continuing) Education provided by:

· Discourses of Sri Sathya Sai Baba

· Sanathana Sarathi Magazine

· Vahini series by Baba

· Sathya Sai Education Conferences (local, national and international)

· Study Circles in Sai Centres

· Radio Sai Global Harmony

· Information Websites like Sathya Sai Central Trust, International Sai Organisation, Heart to Heart journal.

Achievements of Sathya Sai Education 

· In 2006, Education Committee of Sri Sathya Sai World Foundation conducted a comprehensive assessment of programme achievements.

· Data from 95 countries was collected which included research reports from the Institutes as well as the results of independent appraisals of Sai Schools.

· Anecdotal evidence from students, ex-students, teachers, parents who participated in Sai Education Programmes also was collected

Reports of achievements of Sai Schools:

Zambian Sai School:

· Dr. Manchishi, Independent scholar of the school of Education, University of Zambia conducted an independent evaluation of the Sai school in Zambia to find out the impact of the programme on students, teachers and parents.  He also assessed the suitability of SSEHV as an educational input for schools in Africa.

· He found (Pg.139 Global Overview) that Character excellence, Academic excellence and Spiritual and moral excellence came up clearly in the findings. 

· Grade 7 recruits who fail to secure places in Grade 8 in public schools were taken in who were bullie, truants, rebellious and stubborn.  These kids transform into disciplined children who have respect for teachers and elders, offer voluntary service to the school.  

· No vandalism in the school unlike the government schools.

· 100 percent academic success at grades 9 and 12 levels

· SSEHV had impact on teachers and parents.

· Teachers are more caring, punctual, friendly and committed to duty.

· Parents agree that SSEHV made an impact on the household environment

· All agree that SSEHV should be extended to other schools in the country.

Academic achivements of Australian, Canadian, Indian, Latin American, South African, Thailand Sai Schools:

· Exceeded expectations in all the three areas of reading, writing and arithmetic. Canadian school results 100 percent compared with the average of 61 to 64 percent for the state of Ontario.  Similar results in other schools as well.

Schools creating better understanding in communities divided by ethnic, political and religious differences:

· Fiji Sai school children learn both Hindi and Fijian and parents of both groups understand each other very well.  Fijian Prime Minister in 2002 commented in Parliament of Fiji that Sai School young people are “pointing to the right way for us all.  They lead by example”.

· In Sai School in Kenya, local Imams were suspicious of “free education” and objected to their children praying with children from other religions.  

· Imams were invited to hold prayers in the school.  

· Now Muslims have become more accepting of the prayers of other religions.

· Latin America – Catholic nuns have run SSEHV in Catholic schools and convinced Mother Superior and the Bishops that they do not see conflict between the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba and Jesus Christ.

ISSE's:

Amazing transformations reported from students who participate in the Diploma and other programmes of the ISSE's.

Some ISSE's programmes quality is recognised by the local universities as being at par with their own standards for post graduate courses.  Diploma and Adv.Diploma of ISSE in Australia and Philippines are accepted for transfer of credits at postgraduate degree level in universities.

Independent Evaluation by the United Nations:

Since 2001. ISSE-Africa has been assisting the UN-HABITAT in implementing a Human-Values Based Water Education programme in Africa.  The programme covered six African countries in the first phase and was implemented in partnership with the ministries of education in theses countries.

Norman Clarke – an independent evaluator, UN reports that at the UNESCO education congress in Bangkok, African delegates were able to share experiences with other delegates from Asian countries on Values based Water Education.  The resultwas that those countries testified of their intention to place Values based water education as a central plank in their future educational and water and sanitation activities.

Non-Formal Education Programmes:

Impact on Children:

Children attending SSE/EHV classes become more open and confident, able to share their feelings.  Attitudes and behaviours improve.

Research by Paramsoothi, 2006 concluded that SSE develops better capacities in the children to:

· Face difficult situations and deal with them better and positively

· Put to use lessons they had learnt when struggling with dilemmas

· become more responsible and help others

· Develop strong faith in God

· Become better persons through following Sai Baba's teachings.

Similar studies in UK showed that teaching methods have contributed toward academic development and an increase in self-confidence and self-reliance. 

Impact on Teachers & Parents:

Parents and teachers strengthened their commitment to live the 5 human values in their daily life and are aware of the need to cultivate harmony of head, heart and hand for their own spiritual progress.

Research conducted in 14 USA public schools involving 60 teachers and 1500 students from variety of backgrounds, demonstrated that SSEHV could be integrated and implemented in formal academic settings in public schools.  Teachers and administrators found the SSEHV model of integrating human values and character development to be of exceptional value.

Sai Organisation encourages that the teachers not only receive high quality standardised teacher training, but they also implement human values into their own lives.

Bilimoria 2006 Research finding on Parenting programmes indicate a highly  significant positive and lasting effect on the family health and attitudes in parents who attended the programme.

There are even anecdotes of recovery from addictions after attending a SSEHV programme for the parents in Mexico.

Future Perspectives

Establishment of Sri Sathya Sai World Foundation provided with an opportunity to unify, consolidate and harmonise all Sathya Sai Education Programmes into an integrated and enriched, life-long transformation process, embracing all types (formal, non formal and informal) and all levels (primary, secondary and tertiary) of education.

First initiative was to develop a Strategic Plan for Sathya Sai Education.

Objectives were:

· harmonise and consolidate all sathya sai eduation programmes worldwide

· Based on the authentic principles of Sri Sathya Sai Baba's Universal teachings

The Key Priorities that emerged from this are as follows:

All Sathya Sai Education Programmes promote Unity in Diversity by adhering to the guiding principles of Educare.

· Universality of His message and its central emphasis on the 5 human values, which are inherent in all human beings and are the underlying foundation of all religions and cultures, provide a strong basis for unity in diversity of these programmes.

· SSE and SSEHV should have greater coherence in goals and objectives while allowing flexibility to suit the needs of the local culture.

Enhance linkages between informal, non-formal and formal channels of Sathya Sai Education, providing a continnum of learning and transformation.

· Strengthening these linkages is through the transfer of learning outcomes between different types of education.  Eg: Knowledge, skills and values gained by children through SSE & SSEHV could be transferred to formal education in mainstream schools.  This may require adjustments in SSEHV programmes in order that learning outcomes could be transferrable.  This possibility will help strengthen and improve SSEHV

· Outcomes of Diploma courses run by ISSE's can be transferred to formal eduation offered at degree level in Education at Univesities. This would help mainstreaming SSEHV in teacher training.  

Develop an international framework for curricula at primary and secondary level for countries to adapt locally but with a clearly defined learning progression

Move towards developing a core curriculum uniting SSE and SSEHV

Teaching and learning material to suit local customs, traditions and cultures

SSEHV to respond to new emphasis on values in national curricula around the world.

· Quality of contents and delivery remains a challenge as the demand for Sathya Sai Education world wide grows.

· The system needs to be continually realigned to respond to the changing emphasis in education policies in different countries.

· Development of curriculum that has primary focus of value-orientation.  Perceived need to develop an international framework for countries to adapt locally but with clearly defined learning progression.  Curriculum should identify learning expectations.  Guidance regarding the syllabus in order to meet those expectations will come from individual countries at national level.  In Australia, we have the conceptual framework, from which the curriculum framework should be formulated and from there a modular framework needs to be devised so that the syllabus can meet the objectives set out in the conceptual framework.

· SSEHV programmes need to be responsive to the changing education environment and build strong partnerships with state and private schools for the delivery of values education.

Develop a strategic plan for teacher training and development to meet the highest quality standards expected of Sathya Sai Education

Develop a Charter for Sathya Sai Educationists to promote continuous development as part of a life-long learning and transformation process.

· Teacher training and development review indicates the need for

· Increasing the teacher’s self-awareness of personal transformation

· Regular self-review and peer review to support teachers in their quest for continually improving their teaching skills

· Standardising training programmes to deliver SSE/SSEHV lessons with uniform competence

· Addressing the special development needs of the children in different age groups

· Steady improvement of teaching skills, developing capacity for innovation and creativity in designing lessons

· Making heart-to-heart connection with the children.

· Major reform in the current Teacher training programmes is required.  A strategic plan for teacher training and development along with a charter for Sathya Sai Educationists is required to promote continuous development of teachers as part of a life-long transformation process.

Review the experience with the implementation of SAI2000 as a first step towards developing a global framework and regional accreditation and inspection mechanisms for Sathya Sai Education.

· Experience of SAI 2000 with its application in different parts of the world needs to be reviewed as a first step towards developing a new framework for standard setting and quality assurance of Sathya  Sai Education.

ISSEs to invest in research in partnerships with academia and other national and international organisations on the impact of the application of human values to sustainable social, economic, and environmental development.

Undertake independent evaluation of the impact of Sathya Sai Education on personal and social development in different parts of the world.

The ISSEs should promote:

· Awareness raising and the exchange of experiences on education in human values through partnerships with universities, teacher training colleges, and curriculum development institutes.

· Partnerships with ministries of local educational bodies to introduce education in human values through the curriculum

· Collaboration with institutes in other regions to jointly conduct workshops and seminars on education in human values

· Study visits to the institutes by professionals from the education sector from other countries.

The Education committee of Sri Sathya Sai World Foundation should build strategic partnerships with international organisations like the United Nations to promote education in human values.
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