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7/l Empowers...
Swami said to me, “Do public work, you will be happy.” So I decided to go back into local government. I was
really strongly motivaled and determined to practise Swami's principles. I was soon elected as Mayor. Initially
I had wonderful support from the community. Then I sold my dairy farm business and set up a property
development business. Half the community decided they didn’t want a property developer as mayor. Then the
people on the conservative side of politics, who generally supported me, found out that I was chasing a Guru in
India and abandoned me. I was put under tremendous pressure. My whole cofnmunity had abandoned me; they
didn't want the mayor they had elected. This was the most challenging experience of my life in a leadership
role. I was atlacked savagely from evening to morning in meelings and in the press. I was trying to love all
and serve all; love those who hated me and wasn’t responding to the attacks. For those who wanted to bring
me down, it was a free kick. I had to learn to handle this. In one mee_filg I stopped and said "'l you have any
complaint against me or evidence about my corruption, please do-your duty and take this information to the
authorities. Do your duty". Once I got hold of that response, ' "‘_'_“-ai"'_ things seemed to be managed well.
= =

but I was going to follow
Swami's teachings. | wasn'l
bound 1o a party as people in
politics are. I did what I felt
was right on every occasion

Dharma Protects. . .
Elections were coming up again. I thought that I was going
to be defeated as mayor I was under conslant attack and
felt that the whole U
. communily was -

he

against me. 1 5 - — doing what I felt was good
. realised what Lhad, - " 7 * for the communily without
10 do was lo follow ;‘(ﬁ : favouring one group over
dharma. Ii I was = ! : the other. We finally went
going 1o be thrown L S F_mlo elections and I topped
out as mayor then ; e poll. That is the beauty of
so be it , s r‘7 e % i 7Swami's dharma. Have faith

_', 4 that dharma will protect you.

Dharma Brings its Own Reward

| was influenced by Baba's teachings in business. |
- owned a property development company and we

were building a offlcq,,block Just before finishing

personally
about 2 ye.
with bankers b

ke to pay them all. It took me
0 borrowmg, selling, and pleading
e everyone was paid. | was left

" construction, o rbecame insolvent and | ¥
/ with a crippled company and a mountain of debt
couldn't make {‘yment _The byllder i and | thought that my company was going to
many of the contr ere facing ruin because

become insolvent. Then suddenly out of the blue |
got an offer from a building society who wanted to
start a joint venture with me in property
development.and split the profits 50-50 providing
all the resources. Would that offer have come to
me if | had let those others down? No. This is the
power of following Swami's teachings. The joint
.venture with the building society returned more
than 10times what | had lost by voluntarily
pon’tmg;‘those' contractors. Dharma brings its
: -owh*r\e\uar ;

of this. My advisors toldfl me that this set of
. circumstances was outside my control and advised
me to let the company go. But after reading
' Swami’s'teachings Ifelt this was not right and was
praying to Swami for advice. A thought came to me
 that if | was to profit from the company by letting it
- go then why should others fall into difficulty when-.
- it did badly? That was really a transformative night
for me when [ realized that | have to have regard for -
_ the well being of all. The.next day | arrangeda -~
| meetlng ‘with all the subcont:acters ¥ "”"-
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Leadership at the SYA Leaders’ Workshop

“Our spiritual life takes
us into society. It’s when

irst Common Sense then

Spiritual Sense
we wholesomely know

that Baba is in the face |
of everyone we meet. -
resndjng in every human

I went to Swami in the depths
of despair in my period as
mayor. Swami called us in for
an interview. As He walked
past me, He said, '""Too much
confusion. First common sense, |
then spiritual sense .You have
to live in this world." I realised
then in retrospect that I should
have been more firm on those
people attacking me in
meetings. I was applying what I Watchr

had thought were spiritual |
principles, but it was my duty
as mayor to be firmer. So
leadership brings with it an

obligation to be firm at certain -]
times.
" the esse ce of .goads}eadershlp because we
' W wha‘t \ﬁg‘l’m,&i_‘. are when ___e practlse humility.
Fair Go Mate

tralian society, when do
et upset? | look to the
t of my own son and
ey get upset when they
being mistreated.
they themselves
yropriately.
hat’s fine. “Fair go mate” is part of _
he uIture | think understanding
ulture of the community is an
rtant part of being a good
\ ie er. We should develop our |
social intelligence so that we can &
work within and be responsive and | |‘v g
~ sensitive to the culture of our %
' community.

brtan part of good leadership isllistening to8 a

re leading a gfoup of pe
thefth@ir callect
i;‘edi: ositjon OFle S
uper k’nowledée e collectivelkhowledg
t

hat ofithe _lelduaI So Ilsten caref iy
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